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(.111 these poems and letters of
James Whitcomb Riley are copy-
righted by Harper & Brothers and
must not be reprinted without

" written permission from them.)

N HARPER'S MAGAZINE, for
December there appear a num-
ber of poems. short and long.
by James Whitcomb Riley. the

frst of his hitherto unpublished
poems and letters which have only
iecently been brought together. These
sew poems have all the Riley flavor
nd humanness, for most of them
were written to children, his beloved
:ittle correspondents..
The poems. together with Riley's

letters to children and grown-ups.
Save been gathered and arranged for
publication by the poet's nephew, Ed,
uiund H. Eitel, and they will be given

io the pubilic from month to month
n liarper s Magazine during the
.ear.
Riley took t is correspondence with

children seriously. Always he saw
!hat no child s letter went neglected,
even though he himself had ordi-
'arily no more than time to read the
,essages. Often he replied with lit-

souvenir bookmarks or Christmas
:ards which he ingentously devised.

' booklets of verses in facsimile of
%is handwriting. lie always was
loughtful and consideratq of their
.elings. If there were two in the
(amily two souvenirs exactly alike
sgust go.

Letters Frem Blind Children.
"The letters received from delighted

hathers and mothers," Riley wrote to
an old friend, "and even the pencil-
orinted ones from the lovely little
-haps themselves, all-all go to make
gie one of the happiest. gratefulest'f men-with never a child of my
awn. and yet with a world of them-
:hank the Father of us all" So let-
sera came, some in' big. wabbly hand-
rriting, some in faultless vertical.
mnd once a letter in Braille from a
school tor blind children. It seemed
:he writers had not the Slightest
loubt that the poet would gladly
'ear any thing and everything that
:hey were interested in.
Frequently the children told Riley

which poem was "loved best." "The
Raggedy mah'' and "The Bear
ttory' were the favorites. "Little
Drphan Annie' was a close third.
The boys usually like "The Old
swimmin' Hole" best, but oftan men-
tioned "Out to Old Aunt Mary'..,
wrhich perhape has reached their
hearts through its description of
good thing. to eat. Abdost all of the
verges mentioned by hIs litt. corre-
spondents are in ehild dIalect.
Chtjdren often favored 'RUley with

* their own poetic .fforte. On one
birthday they gave hIm a poetry

K hower, and mearchel past his gate.
ans Lockerbisestreet, with their con-
ributiope. . his e from a little
gIrl in Portiand/. Oreg.: "When I
fas 9 years old/I wrote a poem. -I
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will send it to you. I composed it
in a few minutes. -1 started another,
but did not finish it." One little boy
inclosed a "pome" which was every-
thing that a poem should not be:
"I am 12 years old, live in the

country, and am not fit for hard
work. If you think it is all right I
will try and be a poet."

Jamen Pepeer. Riley
To little Elizabeth Page, who wrote

about a "beautiful collie pup honored
with the name of James Whitcomb
Riley Page." the poet replied:
. Dear Elisabeth Page: You have sent
me a mighty good letter, and I thank
you heartily. I receive a great num-

ber of letters mostly written by
grown-up people, and It Is really sur-
prising how uninteresting they can be.
Give me a letter any time from the

Elizabeth Pages of this world. What
you say in appreciation of your
"Daddy" goes spang to the spot. 'hat
is right, bet on your "Daddy" above
all other men, however bright they
shine in the spotlight of your guberna-
torial halls. ,and the dog, James
Whitcomb Riley Page at once romdle
into mly affections. As you say, you
"hope he will be a smart dog" and
If be is not you will change his name
to "Edgar Allen Poe," I agree with
you, as I too dislike Poe so much that
I am glad he is not here to be em-
brrassed thereby.
Thank you very much also for liking

my books, and always have your
"Daddy"-my friend-to interpret them
to you.
By the way, though, you must spell

Allan with an a, as Mr. Poe was very
touchy on that point.
As ever and always your old friend,

JAMES POPCORN RILEY.
Sometimes Riley combined art and

poetry for the amusement of his
young friends. There has just come
to light a card, a reproduction of
which appears in the December,
Harper's Magazine. on which Riley
drew a picture of a not very at-
tractive young woman. Beside the
picture, in the poet's handwriting, is
this verse:

Our tmher. Niis c.
SBe's the sweetest thing.
And I'll tenl you the reson why-

abe dres in light
agyenour. and white,

An lok like a custand lie.

Little "Dery Ann.*
This picture and verse were made

for one of Riley's favorites, the niece
of his life-long friend. Miss Edith
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JOHN JANE

The. mgxim 'Envhronment is every.
thing" holds true at this season mme
than at' any other time of the year.
Por nothing so thrills one to the reel
feeling of Christmastime as the hang-Ing of greens and bells, stringing of
popcorn and cranberries, an4- the
making of many var-colored begs o
tarletat to put the goodies In. And
the tinsel rope of tinfoil, Is there a
soul, from a to It, whom they do not
fascinate? We're all alike, all chit.dren, and it is very good .that we can
return, once In a hurried year. to
these imple pleasures which "heand cheer, and give' us cause re-
mesaber many happy celebrations.
Very effective de tions may be

attained by the use of coder or pine
branches, which can be out from the
lower part of the trees without dam-
ige to its life or to its graceful shape,
rhese branches fastened to the plate-
rail, the stair banisters, and the topstfwindows, with an occasioned bow

sr red ribbon or red paper, create a
lellghtful effect. In the South, mis-tlstoe Is used almost exclusively,
large., graceful branches being hungsvey the front entrance, in the dining-

oom aad ofttlmes In the windows.
a place of holly wreaths.
Bells and ropes of colored paper

are used also, but somehow nothing
a quite so pretty as green things, nor
sn natural and refreshing. The din-
ing table centralizes the decorative
scheme, and 'tis here the housewife
exercises her nimblest thoughts, both
n decoration and menu.
One very pretty conception is to
have an oblong block of ice in a pan
If white sand (to absorb the melting

i Riley
ld Letters

gf. Thomas, the poet. Riley con-
lnued to exchangs letters with the
itte girl for years, calling her "DoryAnn" after an old-fashioned name
rom the memories of his childhood.
One of his letters to "Dory Ann"

sontains a remarkable unpublished
poem by Riley. The letter and poem
fouow:
Dear Little Friend-One time an

)ld middle-aged mana very middle-
aged man-who from his childhood
had been playing that he was a poet-
rot some sure-enough books ofpoetry-plecee printed, at last, and
sprinkled them over his friends like
salt on cantaloupes; and then leanedsack and waited for applause and
aughed to himself so that he would
tot miss any voice of praise out of
he'best chorus of the world at large.
And-he is listening still-though, like
the bass kings in the O-r-tao-ri-o.

He thinks it not heeomlng,
To be found in idle funning,
So his laugh I er-ee.OW-
H A ! --H Al

And yet not quite in. vain has he
been listening all these years, for
sow and then faint murmurous
accents like yours reach his almost
starving senses; and as he hears
them, the old man's fancies find his
Youth again and all the childish joys
that once were his.-So veritably
young he is that he goes dancing
back to his old make-believes, and
plays that he's a poet, just as then.

Mis Medairy Dory Ann
Cast her hif. and caught a ase.
But wie he loebsd so pleased (slack )
She unhoebd and planked hin back-
"I neve like to catch what I san.''
Said MiNs Medahy Dry Are.

Whea Dory Ann she save a toe
She specially invited me.
With other children, two or three,
And asked as all to came quick!
"Beause." she wrote. "dear friends, I've got

A turkey for you. ieawing hot.
And sack of you-forget it not-
Shall have a sitey drnmetic''

But when her four guests came and she
Cut of one turkey leg for me
And one for her-why, there wen these
More suest might suck their thumb slick!

A eatin'-turkey's hapless lot
Is two lone lee,, more gueats or not,
Two lonesome Ice is an he's got,
And nary other drsmstickl

Ever we obedient servant sad
well-wisher eer thine.
.roars respectfuny write seas
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.ee). Suriuad the base with.br u-
lar flufs of cotton sprinkled wii
diamead dust. Place a toy Santa witn
his aleigh and prancing reindearatog
the gtering lee, and iee glass ceau
diesticks with red unshaded tapers
Small boxes filled with candy ay be
used as favors. The pompleted idea It
eharming.
Another table, mere approprlatl

perhaps, for grown-ups, might havw
Its damask cloth checked off witi
strips of scarlet ribbos two inches it
width. The central motif is a horn.
of-plenty reating. at an agreeebi
angle, on a mound of snow. Sta
tiened at the mouth of the *gut-Sies
cornucopia Is Santa Claue.. Viir
colored "'pf-blls" made of fringed
tissue paper cre placed carelessly
about oe the ecver. 'and the candle
shades are of the same hues, of red,
orange, green, lavender and yellow.
The combination is colorful and
unique.
Two very good and carefully em-

plated Christmas dinners are given
herewith, with recipes for those
dishes which aeem to call for elucida-
tion..

CHRISTMAS DINNER NO. 1.
Cream of Asparagus Soup Crackers

Roast Turkey or Duek with
Chestnut Stuffing

Green Peas In Timbales
Potato Balls (parsley)
Candied Sweet Potatoes

Olives Currant Jelly
Waldorf Salad Yuletide Dressing

Ambrosia Fruit Cake
Coffee Salted Nuts
Cheese and Toasted Crackers.
CHRISTMAS DINNER NO. 2.
(For Light Housekeepers)
Oysters on Half Shell

Tomato Soup Bread, Sticks
Olives Celery

Roast Duck Cranberries
Mashed Potatoes Asparagus with

Drawa Butter Sauce

Or tose.. to dt srtkulats.
And I like ro-and better. too-
Tas asael-csks r rabbit-stew!

Written *LejIbbly."
In another letter "Dory Ann" asked

Riley for a poem about her school
"Put N. Y. C. I. in it and that means
New York Collegiate Institute," she
said.

Dear Dory Ann.-When I got your
nice long, really truly letter I sprang
right out of the doctor's care, ex-
claiming, "O it's a letter from Edithia
Eudory-Ory-Ann.-thank you. maam!
Oh, thank you, Mam!" And It was so
lejibbly wrote-I mean written, or
cource-and its words of langqidge
was so well-so well chosen, and speld
so correct and jeudishous that-

Being a ilmnsy-Juamw bo,
I Jiprsy-wimpeg Juped ihr Je.
And. now I've got this pas dose,
N. Y. O. I've asother oe.

The following Christmas, Riley sent
a letter in 'the character of anothe.
boy, "Bud's cousin from Renssalaer,'
which suggests "Little Cousin Jasper"
of the rhyme:
Dear Dory Ann-Bud he's readin'

child stories and p'tendin he's a
child: and ever' time he reads this-ut
'bout the Tailor and the Mices, he
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Thsoysters may be gotten at the
last $someat and aerved on chipped
lee. The soup is canned, and the
other articles can be- prepared Me-
forehand, with th exception of the
vegetables and the duck.

CHESTNUT STUFFING.
Be"l and mash 1 quart of ch st-

nuts. Add 1 teaspoonful of cho ped
parsley. 1-2 teaspoon each of chop-
ped onion, salt and pepper, and'1
tablespoonful of butter. Mix with
1 egg.

YULETIDE DRESSING.
Chop fine 1 small onion, 2 tableshoon-

fuls of red and green peppers spd
parsley. Mix one teaspoonful of sdt
1-2 teaspoonful of sugar. 1.2 esup of
pure olive ail apd 5 tablessenSmis et
vinegar. Pour over vegetables and let
stand for an hour In a glass jar.
Shake for S minutes and pour over
salad or cold meats.

OLD-FASHIONED AMBROSIA.
Two fresh cocoanuts grated. One

dosen oranges, finely cut. Scant cup-
ful of sugar. Serve with whipped
cream.

SOUTHERN FRUIT CAKE.
One pound flour, 1 pound butter. 1

pound sugar. 1-2 pound citron. 1-2
pound candied cherries. 2 pounds rai-
sins. 1-2 pound candied pineapple. 2
pounds blanched almonds, 1 table-
spoonful cinnamon, 1' tablespoenful
spice. 1 teaspoonful baking powder. 2
nutmegs, grated; 1-2 glass wine. 1-9
glass brandy, 1 cup molasses. Cream
butter and sugar together. add mo-
lasses, then eggs, which are beaten
separately. Brown flour and add al-
ternately with a cup of milk in wilsh
the baking powder has been dissolved.
Dissolve spioes in liquor. Chop fraits
and nuts and qredge well with Ber.
Add to dough and turn into gr"assi
tins. Bake slowly for four hours.

thinks: well now I must send this
dee-llshamus little story to Dory-
just to see if it will delight her as it
delights
Her ever-loving playmater,

MASTER JIMPSY-WIMPSY.
Bud's Cousin from Rensselaer

Bud says he wisht you could hear
him read it out loud and look an,
talk ist like the Tailor and Simpkin
the 'pertinent cat, and say 'Tip-tap
tip-tap. tip-tap!" 1st esaekly like the
little Mices!

SIT AT YOUR, IRONING BOARD.
Most women find ironing a very

back breaking and tiring occupation.
I have proved that it may be made
a restful occupation, freed from tired
back and achips feet. This is accom-
plished by sitting in a comfortable
chair and placing. the ironing board
low enough down so that the knees
pass easily under it. If one uses an
electrically heated Iron, this is espe-
cially easy, as it is unnecessary to
get up to change irons.

Three Russian famines of recent
date were among the most severe in
the history of the country. They oc-
curred in 181, 1906 and 191L
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Furs! The Most Welcome Gift!
A gift of a setf furs or a fur piece can be

put to daily use and enjoyment-nothing will 1
' -

give 'a woman greater delight. Every piece ?
of fur in our stock is guaranteed, and every
fur is marked at the lowest possible selling
point. These suggestions:*
Alaska Red Fox Sets at.......' 5.00 I
Natural Opossum Sets at..... 15.00
Gray Fox Sets at.................. 22.5
Taupe Wolf Sets at.............. 5.00
Black Wolf Sets at.............. .50
Imported Mink Sets at........... 00
Taupe Fox Scarfs at...19.75 to 9.50
Poiret Wolf Sets at.............. 5.00
Hudson Seal Stoles at.... ... 17.98
Victoria Fox Scarfs at. $19.75 to .00
Beaver Scarfs at.........................15.00
Hudson Seal Scarfs at........... 29.75
Red FoxScarfs at................29.75
Black Fx Sets at.............. 45.00
Genuine Hudson Seal Coats, 74.50
Sold Elsewhere at $100.00 for..

Fashioned of soft, lasaruus quality Hadso. Seal (dyed miuskrat); full skin, 4a incheslong, with the aew large eoflars and deep cuffs. Belted or unbelted models.
Richly fined with Skinnee's satin or brocade silk. Goldeaberg's-Second Floor.

Besat Xas Presents
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Man or By

17.98

ARE TO BE HAD IN THE

MM
GIVE HIM SOMETHING WHICH WILL LAST

ALL YEAR.

Full Privilege Rates:

Working Boys......55.0s
Grade Boys.........7.W

. High School.-........;9.N0
MeM ............. .;15.M

Eduqational advantages unequaled and at nominal rates
as: Shorthand, $3.50 month; Drafting, $3.oo. Bulletin free.
New Accountancy opening in January. Bulletin free4

Build his body, boy or father

Get the card without delayl
Let him.swim in filtered water

At a proved Y. M. C. A.
1

Build his mind in evening classes,
Or, if you prefer, in day;

Through "Accounting," "Grade," or "High
School,"

Or "Commercial," raise his pay.

Build his spirit-give hint contacts

'That are food for thought each day,
Gained through clean associations

At a proved Y. M. C. A.

Y-M-CA 1736 G Street Northwest
- -Telephae M. 829.


